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LESSON TEACHER'S GUIDE

37 |Tone

p. 319

STUDENT OBJECTIVES RESOURCES AND PREPARATION
¢ Identify tone in a work of You will need photocopies for students of:
literature e Student Lesson Summary, p. 318
¢ Analyze tone in a work of e Teaching Model, “Life Doesn’t Frighten Me,”
literature e Practice Worksheets, Levels A and B, pp. 320-321
¢ Reteaching Worksheet, p. 322

Teach

1. Tone: Tell students that tone in literature means attitude—the attitude that a writer or
speaker takes toward a subject. Use the following examples to clarify what tone means:

e Ask students if they have heard someone say, “Don’t use that tone of voice with

me!” Call on volunteers to suggest what tone of voice the speaker might be
referring to. (Sample responses: rude, sarcastic, disrespectful)

e Write on the board the following line of dialogue from a movie:
EXAMPLE She’s such a square.

Have students read the line and describe the tone of voice they use to read it expressively.
(Sample: snobby, contemptuous, rude, haughty, and so on) Tell students that, just as

an actor’s tone gives us clues about how to interpret the line, so a writer’s tone give
clues about meaning.

2. Teaching Tone: Pass out the Lesson Summary and review the Academic Vocabulary.

¢ Point out that tone in literature is similar to tone in speech: It is the attitude tha
writer takes toward his or her subject.

ta

¢ Explain that determining tone is more difficult in literature than in spoken language

because we don’t have the speaker’s voice to guide us. Instead, readers are like

detectives looking for clues to tone in the text. Since all the distinct qualities of a

work contribute to the tone, determining it can be difficult.

¢ List the following key elements to consider when thinking about tone. For each

element, have volunteers find an example to read aloud from their literature
textbooks.

EXAMPLE * direct statements about the subject
* descriptive and sensory details
* the way the author handles plot and theme
* the author’s diction or word choice
 figurative language and imagery

3. Guided Practice: Distribute copies of the Teaching Model, “Life Doesn’t Frighten
Me” by Maya Angelou. Relate the Here’s How steps in the Lesson Summary to the

Teaching Model to help students understand how to identify and analyze tone.
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TONE, CONTINUED

¢ Direct Statements: Have students read the poem silently, identifying any direct
statements. (Life doesn 't frighten me at all; I go boo, I won't cry; I just smile)
Explain that direct statements are very useful in identifying tone.

Key Words and Phrases: Ask students which words and phrases affected them
strongly. (Sample: [ just smile / They go wild) Tell students that the author chose
each word carefully to convey a certain tone, or attitude.

Reading Aloud: Have students imagine that the poet is speaking directly to them
as you read the poem aloud. Then ask students to describe the tone. (Sample:
strong, confident, tough, sassy) Ask if and how any sound effects in the poem
helped convey the tone. (Sample: The rhiyme scheme and meter affect the tone,
making it jazzy and funny. The repetition of the phrase “doesn’t frighten me”
emphasizes Angelou’s admiration for the speaker’s courage and makes the poem
like a defiant song.)

e Analyzing: Ask, What is the poem’s message, or theme? (Sample: freedom
from fear is possible if you can convince yourself that you rely on your strength
and humor.) How does tone help Angelou express her ideas? (Sample responses:
Angelou’s message concerns freedom from fear. Her tone is strong and confident.
The rhyme scheme and word choice add humor, which reinforces the strength
and confidence.)

QUICK CHECK. Have students identify the tone of the following passage. (Sample:

Hopeful, buoyant, the writer states directly that Rafael is “smiling to himself,” and “felt
renewed.” His “dingy old” surroundings seem newly bright and joyous, “washed clean”
by a night of rain.)

The treetops danced in the breeze as Rafael sat on the front steps of his house,

drinking coffee and smiling to himself. He felt renewed. The rain in the night had
washed everything clean, and the dingy old street sparkled in the morning sunshine.

Practice and Apply

Practice activities involving tone appear on pp. 320-321.
¢ Assign Practice Worksheet A to students who need more structured activities.

e Assign Practice Worksheet B to grade-level and above-level students.

Sample Answers: Practice Worksheet A
1. The images of night, mist, and the empty streets convey a sense of mystery.

2. The colors are dark and deep, but also soft: they help convey secrecy, mystery, and
darkness.

3. The image of whispering skyscrapers conveys secrecy and mystery; also gentle humor,
because it is a fantastical idea.

4. The tone is mysterious and secret, a little awed, and rather sweet. It is clearly a fairy
story, since skyscrapers don’t whisper.

316 Book 1: Literature Standards Lesson Files
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Sample Answers: Practice Worksheet B
1. His tone is lightly sarcastic; Clovis is an exaggeration or caricature of a real person.

2. Clovis is also lightly sarcastic; he sincerely believes in the importance of good food, but
he exaggerates to make his point. People don 't really eat sawdust.

3. The tone is lightly sarcastic. The characters treat the frivolous subject of their meal
as if it were of vast importance.

4. His tone is what makes the story funny.

Assess and Reteach

Use these guidelines to determine if students need the Reteaching Worksheet.
¢ Practice Worksheet A: Students should give complete answers, similar to the samples
for to at least three questions.
¢ Practice Worksheet B: Students should give complete answers, similar to the samples
for to at least three questions.

For students who need reteaching, review the Student Lesson Summary. Focus on the
Academic Vocabulary and work through the Here’s How steps, using the example on

the page and then the passage on Practice Worksheet A. Then assign the Reteaching

Worksheet, p. 322.

Answer Key: Reteaching Worksheet
1. a

2. b

3.¢c

4. a

5. Sample: The tone is friendly, affectionate, and positive. The writer describes Scrooge’s
nephew as “glowing” and handsome, showing that his appearance is pleasant. He then
uses several action verbs to show the character’s energy and vitality.

Standards Lesson Files Book 1: Literature 317
Grade 6

LS 8imeualr




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.2
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 0
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Impact
    /LucidaConsole
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d330b830cd30b9658766f8306e8868793a304a3088307353705237306b90693057305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <FEFF005500730065002000740068006500730065002000730065007400740069006e0067007300200074006f00200063007200650061007400650020006100200048006f0075006700680074006f006e0020004d006900660066006c0069006e0020005300740061006e00640061007200640020005000440046002e00200020004c006100730074002000750070006400610074006500640020004d00610079002000310032002c00200032003000300034>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


